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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address-- 

Ail claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1 .31 3 and MPEP 1 308. 



1 . £3 This communication is responsive to amendment filed 8/8/2003 and communication of 9/1 1/2003 . 

2. IE! The allowed claim(s) is/are 7-9. 12. 14-19,22 and 24-27 . 

3. [Zl The drawings filed on are accepted by the Examiner. 



4. ^ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 

a) E3 All b) □ Some* c) □ None of the: 

1 . ^ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 

5. O Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e) (to a provisional application). 

(a) CD The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

6. O Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121 , 
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(a) □ including changes required by the Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review ( PTO-948) attached 
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(b) □ including changes required by the proposed drawing correction filed , which has been approved by the Examiner. 

(c) □ including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment or in the Office action of Paper No. . 

Identifying indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1.84(c)) should be written on the drawings in the front (not the back) of 
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Application/Control Number: 09/987, 1 14 Page 
Art Unit: 1762 

1. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
Nelson Shapiro on September 11, 2003. 



2. The application has been amended as follows: 

Below is a listing of the status of the claims. These were provided in a fax 
communication from Nelson Shapiro on September 11, 2003, to be incorporated in the 
application by examiner's amendment. 



Claims 1-6 (cancelled) 



1 7 - (Currently amended) A method for manufacturing a 

2 wet friction material obtained by immersing binding agent 

3 into a paper body comprised of fiber base material and 

4 filler, comprising: 

5 a first immersing step of immersing first binding 

6 agent , that comprises a phenol resin, into said paper body; 

7 a second immersing step of immersing second binding 

8 agent_ £ that comprises a silicon resin, into Said paper body 

9 after said first immersing step; and 

10 a heating and curing step of heating and curing said 

11 paper body into which said first and second binding agents 

12 were immersed* 

13 wherein said friction material has a first layer and a 

14 second layer and wherein at said first immersing step said 

15 first bonding agent is immersed into said first layer and 

i 

16 at said second immersing step said second bonding agent is 

17 immersed into said second layer* 



1 S- (Currently amended) A method according to claim 

2 7, wherein said binding agents have a solvent therein and 

3 drying steps of removing solvent in said binding agents 

4 immersed into said paper body are provided between said 

5 first immersing step and said second immersing step and 

6 between said second immersing step and said heating and 

7 curing step, respectively. 

1 9 * (previously added) A method according to claim 7 , 

2 wherein only said first binding agent is immersed in said 

3 first layer, and said first and second binding agents are 

4 immersed in said second layer. 

claims 10 and 11 (cancelled) 

1 12. (Currently amended) A method according to claim 

2 [[10]] 7, wherein the silicon resin of said second binding 

3 agent comprises a cured material of hydrolysis liquid of 

4 silane coupling agent. 

i 

Claim 13 (Cancelled) 

1 14- (Previously added) A method for manufacturing a 

2 wet friction material obtained by immersing binding agent 



c 



3 into a paper body comprised of fiber base material and 

4 filler/ comprising; , 

5 a first immersing step of immersing first binding 

6 agent comprising phenol resin into said paper body; 

7 a second immersing step of immersing second binding 

8 agent comprising silicon resin into said paper body after 

9 said first immersing step; and 

10 a heating and curing step of heating and curing said 

■ 

11 paper body into which said first and second binding agents 

12 were immersed. 

1 15* (Currently amended) A method according to claim 

2 14, wherein said binding agents have a solvent therein and 



3 drying steps of removing solvent in said binding agents 

4 immersed into said paper body are provided between said 

5 first immersing step and said second immersing step and 

6 between said second immersing step and said heating and 

7 curing step, respectively- 

1 16, (Previously added) A method according to claim 

2 14, wherein said wet friction material has a first layer 

3 and a second layer, and at said first immersing step said 

4 first binding agent is immersed into said first layer and 



1 



5 at said second immersing step said second binding agent is 

6 immersed into said second layer. 

1 17- (Previously added) A method according to claim 

2 1€, wlierein only said first binding agent is immersed in 

3 said first layer, and said first and second binding agents 

4 are immersed in said second layer. 



1 18. (Currently amended) A method for manufacturing a 

2 friction plate, comprising s 

3 providing a body and a core plate to which a first 

4 side of the body is to be secured; 

5 applying a first binding agent 7 that comprises a 

6 phenol resin r to said one side of the body to impregnate a 

7 first layer of said body with said first binding agent; 

8 applying a second binding agent , that comprises a 

9 silicon resin, to a second side of the body to impregnate a 

10 second layer of the body with said second binding agent; 

11 and 

12 securing the first side of the body to the core plate 

13 and leaving the second side of the body exposed as a 

14 frictional engagement surface. 



I 

i 



1 19. (Previously added) A method according to claim 

2 18, wherein the first binding agent impregnates both layers 

3 of the body and the second binding agent impregnates only 

4 the second layer. 
1 

Claims 20 and 21 (cancelled) 

1 22, (Previously added) A method according to claim 

2 18, wherein the body is a paper body comprised of fiber 

3 based material and filler ♦ 

23. (Cancelled) 

1 24. (Currently amended) A method according to claim 

2 [[23]] 18, wherein the silicon resin of said second binding 

3 agent comprises a cured material of hydrolysis liquid of 

4 silane coupling agent • 

1 25 » (Currently amended) A method according to claim 

2 18, wherein the binding agents in the first and second 

3 layers are heated and cure d after they have been applied . 



1 26. (Currently amended) A method for manufacturing a 

2 wet friction material including a body having a front side 

3 and a reverse side, comprising: 

4 applying a first binding agent , that comprises a 

5 phenol re gin , to the reverse side of the body to impregnate 

6 a first layer of the body with the first binding agent; and 

7 applying a second binding agent f that comprises a 

8 silicon resin, to the front side of the body to impregnate 

9 a second layer of the body with the second binding agent/ 

10 wherein the first and second binding agents are 

11 selected so that the second binding agent provides a 

12 d e e ire dp are determined coefficient of fricfc ion. and the first 

13 binding agent suppresses weakness of the second binding 

14 agent while maintaining elasticity of the second binding 

15 agent, 

1 27. (Previously added) A method according to claim 

2 26, wherein the body is a paper body^ — th e first bi adijag 

3 agent- comprises a — phe nol resin aad^the second b d jiding ageB rt 

4 ggmgHFi c oo a sili -con^ag^. 
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3. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 



examiner should be directed to Erma Cameron whose telephone number is 703-308-2330. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 8:30-6:00, alternate Fridays off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Shrive Beck can be reached on 703-308-2333. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-308-0661. 
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Primary Examiner 
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PRIMARY EXAMINER 
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